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Rv now, nearly a hundred e!ectric-service To encourage this desirable activity, General 
companies—-serving more than a third of all Electric is offering to home builders $20,000 in 
domestic meters of this country—are co-operating prizes, and fifteen of the co-operating utilities 
in the New American Home Building Contest. They are adding a total of $14,000 mcre. Known as 
are helping to sell a great idea — Better Living in General Electric’s “Plan B”, the contest 1s 
Better Homes. And every time they succeed, two directed principally to builders cf new homes, 
things happen. First, the home builder, with a yet it also covers the modernization of old 
better appreciation of electric service, gets more homes. It’s simple, direct, and easy to handle. | 
for the money he spends in his home. Second, the By selling your service, it will help you win | 
utility adds perhaps a 4000- friends. Write today for com- 7 
hour home to its lines instead PLAN B is a logical follow-up to Plan A— plete information. General | 
of an average of 800. Further- the first step in the Electrical Standard of Flectric Home Bureau, $7° 
o- Living Program begun last fall. Plan A 
more it wins another booster was eminently successful; electric-service Lexington Avenue, New 
for electric service. scldnc and Sumer oa York City. ; 
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Government Dual Role in Utilities 


Assailed at Missouri Group Meet 


Egan declares taxpayers of country are paying for federal power 
experiments which will have difficult job in disposing of energy — 
Says industry does not need RFC loans — Calls REA unsound 


The federal government’s dual role 
as competitor and benefactor of the 
electrical industry was the object of a 
vigorous attack in a speech by Louis 
H. Egan, president of the Union Elec- 
tric Company, before the annual meet- 
ing of the Missouri Association of Pub- 
lic Utilities last week in St. Louis. 

Declaring that the taxpayers in all 
sections of the country were paying 
for the Tennessee Valley Authority’s 
experiment and other government 
power projects, Mr. Egan said that 
these plants are manufacturing power 
for which there is no use. “They will 
have a tougher time getting rid of their 
current than in manufacturing it.” He 
added that only about 11 per cent of 
the power generated by TVA last year 
was utilized by the small consumer, 
the rest going to big industry. 


Plants in Northwest 


“They are building plants in four 
states in the Northwest, and that entire 
area, which comprises about 15 per 
cent of the entire United States, has a 
population of only a few more hundred 
thousand than the state of Missouri,” 
Mr. Egan said. “What are they going 
to do with that power, sell it to cat- 
tle?” 

Mr. Egan characterized the proposal 
that private utilities be aided with 
RFC funds for plant expansion as 
tommyrot.” Declaring that the indus- 
try does not want, nor does it need, the 
support of RFC money, Mr. Egan said 


that these loans “will not have half 
the effect of a shout in a rain barrel.” 
He referred to the statement that the 
utility industry could spend $3,000,- 
000,000 as the “veriest rot.” The in- 
dustry has facilities to take care of any 
business that will pay its way, he said. 

Grand Coulee, Bonneville and Fort 
Peck, in addition to TVA, were targets 
of attack by Mr. Egan, who asserted 
that the federal projects would find 
it difficult to dispose of the power. He 
said that the rural electrification pro- 
gram is economically unsound, assert- 
ing that private companies would be 
willing to serve rural consumers if 
such service could be instituted with- 
out forcing other customers to help 
pay for it in increased rates. 


Pump priming a “flop” 


Mr. Egan expressed pessimism re- 
garding the future business conditions 
on the basis of the government’s spend- 
ing program. He said that the last 
pump-priming operation was a “flop.” 
Lack of confidence, Mr. Egan declared, 
is the primary cause for the present 
depression. 

A recorded illustrated lecture, pre- 
pared by Kansas City Power & Light, 
showed that a pound of coal will pro- 
duce as much electrical energy as 
10,000,000 pounds of water falling one 
foot. It scouted statements that elec- 
tric power can be generated cheaper 
by water than by coal. The benefits 
of public over private ownership of 


utilities was said to be political instead 
of practical. 

Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann de- 
clared that a “common bond of sym- 
pathy” should exist between utility and 
government executives. Unfortunately, 
he said, such a bond has not always 
existed. “The lack of this bond of 
sympathy has been made no more 
manifest than by the disposition in 
some quarters to exploit for private 
and personal gain, through mistaken 
fiscal policies, utilities which are essen- 
tially public institutions inasmuch as 
are the institutions of government.” 

Chester C. Smith, Kansas City 
Power & Light, was re-elected presi- 
dent of the association, as were the 
other officers, by the more than 200 
delegates present. 


Municipal Electric System 
Again Proposed for Camden 


Proposals for a municipal power 
plant for Camden, N. J., have been 
again placed before PWA officials in 
Washington by Commissioner Frank 
J. Hartmann. The proposal contem- 
plates a PWA grant of $340,000 and a 
loan of $415,800. Congressmen Charles 
A. Wolverton and Walter S. Andrews 
have joined Mr. Hartmann in the ap- 
peal to Dr. Clark Forman, PWA offi- 
cial. 

Once the funds are available a move 
will be made to pass the necessary 
enabling measure in the New Jersey 
Legislature. The proposal was ap- 
proved twice by referendum, but 
blocked by court action. 


House Votes TVA Dam Fund 


The House of Representatives re- 
versed this week two earlier votes and 
approved a $2,613,000 appropriation 
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to start construction on the TVA’s 
Gilbertsville Dam in Kentucky. The 
item is in the conference report on 
the independent offices bill. The vote 
was 159 to 152. The Gilbertsville Dam 
item to start a project, estimated to 
cost about $100,000,000, was first re- 
jected by a House appropriations sub- 
committee and then voted down on 
the floor, this rejection being con- 
firmed when the House _ conferees 
asked for instructions several days 
ago. 
e 


High Court Upholds 
Chattanooga Grant 


The U. S. Supreme Court on April 
25 dismissed the appeal of the Tennes- 
see Electric Power Company from a 
lower court decision vacating an in- 
junction against a PWA loan and grant 
of $4,000,000 to the city of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., for the construction of 
a municipal electric distribution sys- 
tem. 

Injunction was vacated following the 
recent Supreme Court decision up- 
holding the right of the federal govern- 
ment to finance municipal utility plants 
through PWA in cases appealed by 
the Alabama Power Company and the 
Duke Power Company. This action 
was contested by the Tennessee Elec- 
tric Power Company on the ground 
that it has a federal franchise for 
power development at the Hales Bar 
Dam, which provides energy for Chat- 
tanooga. This difference was sufficient, 
it was argued, to justify a review of 
the case by the Supreme Court. 


Lighting Cuts Fatalities 


Inadequate lighting, according to 
James E. Davis, Chief of Police of Los 
Angeles, is the greatest single factor 
contributing to the traffic hazard on 
city streets. Chief Davis predicts that 
the provision of adequate safety light- 
ing, which is being installed as fast as 
equipment is made available, will cut 
by more than 15 per cent the Los 
Angeles automobile death rate. Eighty 
installations of safety lighting were 
made during 1937. 


Increased Depreciation 


Department of Public Utilities, 
Massachusetts, has approved the peti- 
tion of the Taunton Municipal lighting 
plant that it be permitted to continue 
during 1937 the increase from 3 per 
cent to not exceeding 4 per cent in 
the allowance for depreciation on the 
cost of the plant, exclusive of land. 
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Work on Giant Flathead Project 
Being Speeded by Montana Power 


Hydro-electric dam near Polson to cost over $4,000,000 and will 
have initial capacity of 56,000 kw. — Company spent $5,300,000 on 
new construction in 1937 with over $3,000,000 budgeted this year 


Work on the giant $4,000,000 Flat- 
head hydro-electric project of the Mon- 
tana Power Company on the Flathead 
river, near Polson, is being speeded so 
that the station can go into operation 
this year. Frank M. Kerr, president 
and general manager, stated that this 
project was the major item in the 
$5,300,000 construction program last 
year to give the people of Montana bet- 
ter electric service. In 1936 the com- 
pany spent $2,101,000. 

Scheduled for completion this year, 
the Flathead project will have, for 
the present, one generator with 56,000 
kw. capacity. Others are to be added 
as demand warrants. The diversion 
tunnel through which the waters had 
been detoured a year and a half, was 
closed on April 11 and within 36 hours 
the river rose 200 ft. The dam has 
created a reservoir of 1,100,000 acre- 
feet of water. 


An abundance of water 


Water available for all the power 
plants of the company is greater this 
year than for the past several years, 
in contrast to the record low condi- 
tions of 1936 and 1937. With the ad- 
ditional generating capacity at Flat- 
head, Mr. Kerr said, the repetition of 
the power shortage throughout the 
territory during the past two years will 
be averted. 

Approximately $580,000 was spent 
on the installation of new transmis- 
sion and distribution equipment last 
year. This included 171 miles of high 
line between Thompson Falls, Polson, 
Missoula and Anaconda, also about 
30 miles of electric line carrying less 
than 11,000 volts. 

Two new outdoor substations were 
installed, one at Billings and the other 
at Great Falls. The Lewistown dis- 
tribution system was rebuilt, changing 
from 2,300 to 4,000 volts. The Plains 
distribution system, which was acquired 
by the company last year, was recon- 
structed. 

Blanket improvements, general plant 
and sundry expenditures amounted to 
about $889,000 last year. The com- 
pany plans to spend about $3,000,000 
this year for new generating, transmis- 
sion and distribution equipment. 

Mr. Kerr stated that during the year 
the company added three communities 
to its lines, bringing the total to 158. 
Farm customers increased 181 during 


the year, to a total of 2,451. The pres. 
ent rules for rural service provide for 
regular urban rates, the lines, how- 
ever, to be constructed by the cus. 
tomers. 

During the past year reductions 
were made in rate schedules covering 
street lighting. Two reductions were 
made in wholesale power rates as a 
means to further rural electrification 
in the company’s territory. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Kerr that 
a marked improvement was noted in the 
sale of appliances. During the past 
year 159,000 cartons of lamp bulbs, 
7,166 electric refrigerators, 1,080 elec- 
tric ranges, 7,000 radios, 2,386 vacuum 
cleaners and 3,336 washers were pur- 
chased from both the company and 
dealers. 

Mr. Kerr said that a new dealer- 
company sales policy was put into 
effect on March 1 of this year. The 
company discontinued the sale of all 
electrical appliances except ranges, re- 
frigerators, dishwashers, disposals, elec- 
tric water heaters, I.E.S. lamps and 
Mazda lamps. The new dealer co- 
operative policy has been well received, 


he said. 


Court Grants Government’s 
Motion in Associated Case 


The U. S. Supreme Court granted 
this week a motion by the Attorney- 
General shortening the time within 
which six Associated Gas & Electric 
companies in Pennsylvania may file 
briefs opposing an investigation by the 
Federal Power Commission into their 
financial relationships. The companies 
had previously obtained an extension of 
time until May 2 from Justice Roberts. 
but this was protested by the govern- 
ment on the ground that the delay 
would postpone a final decision in the 
case until next fall. Chief Justice 
Hughes moved the deadline back to 
April 28. 

* 


Picture Courtesy Credit 


The picture of C. A. B. Halvorson. 
Senator Theodore R. Plunkett and 
Dudley M. Diggs at the Massachusetts 
Safety Conference which appeared in 
the April 16 issue was by courtesy of 
the Christian Science Monitor. 
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Settlement of Utility Problem Seen 
as Requisite to Equity Financing 


Kellogg expressed hope that holding company matter be cleared be- 
fore next construction boom — Tells Southeastern Electric Exchange 
to give more attention to public relations — Hanks new president 


Hope that the holding company 
problem will be soon settled so that 
investor confidence will be restored 
and pave the way for equity financing 
of the next utility construction boom 
was expressed by Charles W. Kellogg, 
president of the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. at the annual conference of the 
Southeastern Electric Exchange, held 
last week at Edgewater Park, Miss. 

Mr. Kellogg, sounding the key to 
utility expansion, stated that since the 
early days the utilities built up an in- 
vestment rating of the highest order 
and up to 1930 had developed a finan- 
cial structure showing on the whole a 
very moderate and conservative ratio 
of debt to property value and hence 
had raised huge sums based on the 
stock equities in the properties. 

Government attacks on the holding 
companies. Mr. Kellogg said, “have 
frightened away equity investors from 
the part of the utility field affected. 
However. since 1930 the relative mag- 
nitude of new capital requirements 
has heen such that sufficient money 
for equity financing has been largely 
available from current reserves. It is 
hoped that by the time the next great 
expansion period arrives the holding 


company matter will have been so set- 
tled that these great sources of equity 
money for their controlled companies 
may be able to resume that function 
which they performed with such com- 
plete success during the last great 
expansion period from 1925 to 1930.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Kellogg 
that the holding companies were re- 
sponsible for raising the common 
stock money for 60 per cent of the 
industry. 

The utility industry was called upon 
by Mr. Kellogg to give more attention 
to customer and public relations. This 
could be accomplished, he said, not 
only through customer contact but 
also through thorough training of 
employees in the workings of the com- 
pany. He declared that it was not 
enough for the utilities to have the 
best of service and low rates if the 
customers were not satisfied. A_per- 
sonal interest in the individual cus- 
tomer must be shown. 

W. E. Mitchell, vice-president and 
general manager of Georgia Power, 
and retiring president of the associa- 
tion, reviewed the activities of the 
association and pointed out that the 
average residential use of customers 
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HONOR \RY MEMBER—When Charles E. Wilson, executive vice-president and 
director of General Electric, recently shifted his activities from the Bridgeport plant 


to hi 
sented to 


8 New York office members of the Bridgeport works Quarter Century Club pre- 
him a new honorary membership button and a book containing the signa- 


< of the entire membership. L. to r—Mr. Wilson, Steve Kocis, assistant foreman 
* miscellaneous device assembly; Fred Fagal, wiring device department, and Nick 
Iannone of metal finishing department 
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served by a majority of the companies 
was more than 1,100 kw.-hr. a year, 
and of several groups it was more 
than 1,300 kw.-hr. a year. This com- 
pares with a national average of 807. 

Bringing a story of more than 
42,000 new rural customers connected 
in 2% years in North Carolina with 
an average of more than five cus- 
tomers a mile of line, Senator Dudley 
Bagley, chairman of the North Caro 
lina Rural Electrification Authority, 
related the development of a_ broad 
program in the state in which utility 
companies are serving the majority of 
these new customers. 


“Partners in Progress” 


C. E. Wilson, executive vice-pres- 
ident of General Electric, spoke on 
“Partners in Progress” in relating the 
ways in which electrical products 
manufacturers and the electric power 
industry have together solved the in- 
numerable problems of creating a great 
new industry in just a little over half 
a century. He pointed out that a part- 
nership of interest encircles the activ- 
ities of every person 
electricity or its 


dealing with 
products, whether 
they be in the appliance, contracting, 
manufacturing or utility business. 

Mr. Wilson expressed the belief 
that an understanding of this condi- 
tion would lead toward a solution of 
the problems affecting any section of 
the industry. “Of course in these 
times of stress and, particularly, under 
the burdens of conflict and confusion 
caused by experiments in _ public 
power policy in this region, the dark 
clouds of the present may somewhat 
obscure the bright sunshine of hope 
in the future and lead us into discour- 
agement.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Wilson 
that “ours is the job of creating a 
clearer public understanding of the 
fact that co-operative private initia- 
tive is the most efficient instrumen- 
tality for public service, and that the 
outstanding record of the electrical 
industry in advancing progress is the 
best proof of that truth.” 

Before the close of the three-day 
session the exchange elected Bryan 
Hanks, president of Florida Power & 
Light, president; Charles E. Ide, vice- 
president and general manager of 
East Tennessee Light & Power; A. W. 
Higgins, president of Florida Power 
Corporation, and J. A. Longley, vice- 


president and general manager of 
Tennessee Electric Power, as _ vice- 
presidents. 


The meeting was one of the best 
attended in the history of the associa- 
tion, including 225 top executives of 
utilities in the area. The splendid 
program brought forth discussions of 
the major difficulties with which the 
industry is faced today. 
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Alabama Power Sees TVA Threat 


to Further Extensions of Service 


Lowered security prices have made it impossible to raise new capital 
for several years, says President Martin — 1,945 miles of rural line 
to serve 8,502 customers constructed last year 


Competition of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority is seen as a serious menace 
to further extensions of electric service 
by Alabama Power Company. In the 
annual report covering 1937 operations 
Thomas W. Martin, president, said 
that “unless this unfair competitive 
condition is soon changed the company 
will be unable to raise capital for the 
further extension of its system.” 

He pointed out that competitive op- 
erations of TVA have so depressed the 
prices of the company’s securities that 
it has been unable for several years to 
raise new capital. As a result, it has 
financed additions to its system out of 
available cash resources. 

Last year the company spent $5,- 
395,196 for additions and improvement 
and for other capital purposes. Among 
the more important projects were 1,945 
miles of rural distribution lines con- 
structed last year to serve 8,502 cus- 
tomers. 


Building 110-kv. line 


Now under construction is a 110,000- 
volt transmission line, 193 miles long, 
from Mitchell Dam to Mobile. It will 
be interconnected with the company’s 
hydro-electric plants on the Coosa and 
Tallapoosa rivers and with its Gorgas 
steam plant. Line and substation fa- 
cilities to cost $1,633,000 are expected 
to be in operation by June this year. 
The line is designed so its voltage may 
be increased to 154,000. 

Sales of electricity to regular cus- 
tomers in 1937 (excluding power sales 
to utilities in Georgia and Tennessee) 
were 1,680,222,876 kw.-hr., as against 
1,596,205,797 in 1936, an increase of 
about 5 per cent. Average annual 
consumption by urban residential cus- 
tomers rose to 1,289 kw.-hr. and the 
average rate for such service dropped 
to 2.97 cents per kw.-hr., the lowest in 
the company’s history. 

Sales of electric appliances amounted 
to $1,549,930 and included 3,797 
ranges, 1,931 water heaters and 5,832 
refrigerators. Refrigeration, cooking 
and air-conditioning equipment sales to 
commercial customers amounted to 
$158,935 for the year. In addition. 
10,000 new or improved commercial 
lighting installations were made. 

At the close of the year the company 
entered into an agreement with the 
Commercial Credit Company to use its 
Economy Purchase Plan, an_ install- 
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ment arrangement for sales of appli- 
ances by the company and co-operating 
dealers. 

Taxes paid in 1937 by the company, 
the largest taxpayer in the state, were 
also the highest in history, totaling 
$3,082,829, including $112,728 charged 
to other accounts. This was equivalent 
to $8,446 per day and equaled total 
sales revenue for two months of the 
year. According to the report, the 
total payment made by TVA in Ala- 
bama in lieu of taxes was $55,616. 

Net income of the company for 1937 
was $3,886,340, as against $3,663,615 
in 1936. 


New Field Seen For 
Electrical Engineers 


Preventing electrolysis of pipe and 
cable lines in oil fields was seen as a 
big opportunity for electrical engineers 
by speakers at the tenth annual con- 
vention of the Petroleum Industry Elec- 
trical Association, held recently in 
Houston, Tex. 

In connection with the protection of 
pipe lines against electrolysis, there 
was exhibited a device called a cath- 
odic protection generator, operated by 
a windmill and generating a current of 
electricity. 

Negative side of the generator is at- 
tached by copper wire to pipe lines 
and positive side to buried heaps of 
scrap iron. Natural corrosive currents 
are then transferred from the pipe line 
and deposited on the scrap iron. 

In the absence of the president, P. F. 
Davis of Tulsa, Okla., E. M. Smith of 


Houston presided. 


Night Accidents Cut 
a *. e 

by Highway Lighting 

A comparison of accident records 
for fourteen-month periods before and 
after lighting 4 miles of Route 17-C, 
between Binghamton and_ Endicott, 
N. Y., with sodium and widening from 
three to four traffic lanes shows that 
night accidents have been cut in half. 

Statistics from the State Highway 
Department, covering the period from 
September 1, 1935, through December 
31, 1937, show a 67 per cent reduction 


in night fatalities, a 100 per cent de- 
crease in serious night injuries, a 75 
per cent drop in night pedestrian ac- 
cidents and a 50 per cent reduction in 
all night accidents after safety lighting 
was installed on November 1, 1936. 

General Electric 10,000-lumen sodium 
lamps are used on the route. They 
are spaced 250 ft. apart and staggered 
on alternate sides of the road. Instal- 
lation was by the New York State Elec- 
tric & Gas Corporation. 


Pacific Electrical 


Group Holds Meeting 


Interconnection, meter standardiza- 
tion and low-cost underground distribu- 
tion were included in the committee 
reports at the recent spring conclave 
of the Pacific Coast Electrical Associa- 
tion in Fresno, Calif. 

Interconnecting service neutrals with 
all grounded equipment on rural lines 
was recommended by engineers of the 
operating economics section for study. 
The majority opposed grounding pole 
equipment, particularly transformer 
cases, because of the hazard to linemen. 

A round-up of about seven years’ ex- 
perience with low-cost underground 
showed a number of rubber-covered 
jobs, mostly 4-kv. star, that had given 
highly satisfactory service. As an aver- 
age figure, cost was placed at 250 pet 
cent the cost of equivalent overhead 
distribution. 

Metermen showed 
in standardization, appearing to favor 
the so-called 15-amp. meter for single- 
phase applications, and regarding the 
availability of combination two- and 
three-wire meters as an added advan- 
tage. 

The steam plants being installed by 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company for in- 
dustrial customers—oil refineries—led 
the prime movers group to discuss the 
economics of such applications for 
other industries, especially as an aid to 
industrial power salesmen. 

Better management of salesmen was 
seen as a great need by Elliott Hensel, 

sales counselor, who attributed 50 per 
cent of a sale’s success to adequate 
preparation. A total of about 280 
members attended the meeting, which 
was under the leadership of President 
R. M. Alvord of the General Electric 
Company. 


greatest interest 


Completes Generating Unit 


Woodcock generating station of the 
Central Ohio Light & Power Company: 
built at a cost of $1,000,000. was T 
cently completed and opened to the 
public. 
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Wilson Elected Head 
of Arkansas Group 


Gratitude that rural electrification 
had been accomplished in Arkansas 
without litigation was expressed by 
Thomas Fitzhugh, chairman of the 
State Utilities Commission. 

Speaking before the annual conven- 
tion of the Arkansas Utilities Associa- 
tion. Mr. Fitzhugh discussed the strides 
the companies have taken in extending 
electric service in rural areas. 

Harvey C. Couch, president of Ar- 
kansas Power & Light, announced that 
he intended to retire in ten years, 
when he will be 70 years old. 

Ernest Lee Jahncke, executive direc- 
tor of the Department of Commerce 
and Industry for Louisiana, told the 
delegates that factory owners are look- 
ing southward for industries because 
of vast stores of resources, favorable 
climate, freedom from overcrowding 
and congenial labor supply. 

James Hill, Jr., president of the as- 
sociation, scored the high cost of gov- 
ernment, the “damage suit racket” and 
the Arkansas Bar Association for not 
getting rid of its shyster members and 
for its failure to adopt the integrated 
bar system. 

C. B. Wilson, sales manager of the 
Arkansas Louisiana Gas Company, 
Little Rock, was elected president of 
the association, succeeding Mr. Hill. 
Other new officers elected included A. 
R. Watson, vice-president and general 
manager of Arkansas Utilities Com- 
pany, and D. H. Thurston, as vice- 
president. and R. E. Ritchie as secre- 
tary and treasurer. 


Kansas City Power & Light 
Plans Sale of 5,000 Ranges 


Kansas City Power & Light has 
undertaken, in co-operation with 
dealers, a campaign to sell 5,000 elec- 
tric ranges during the year. Sales are 
expected to reach a total of $1,680,000. 

In the sale of the ranges the com- 
pany figures that it will require 
$72,000 in material and $17,500 in 
labor to install service, $45,000 in ma- 
terial and $5,000 in labor to install 
meters and $7,500 in labor in testing, 
a grand total of $147,000. This total 


applies to employees in the meter de- 
partment. 
* 


Fuel Engineering Meet 


} Appalachian Coals, Inc., will sponsor 
its 23d fuel engineering conference 
May 5, during the week of the fifteenth 
annual coal convention and exposition 
of the American Mining Congress, held 
‘very year in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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ARKANSAS MEETING—B. C. Fowles, Harvey C. Couch, president of Arkansas Power 

& Light, and C. J. Griffith, formerly of Litthe Rock Railway & Electric, at the annual 

meeting of the Arkansas Utilities Association last week. Mr. Fowles and Mr. Griffith 
were among the early organizers of the association 





Columbia Gas Wants 
Identity Recognized 


Columbia Gas & Electric Corpora- 
tion has asked the SEC for an order 
declaring it and certain of its sub- 
sidiary companies not to be subsid- 
iaries of the United Corporation with- 
in the meaning of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act. 

In its application, the holding com- 
pany said the United Corporation did 
not control it, or any of its sub- 
sidiaries, or their managements or 


policies, either directly or indirectly, 


and that it never had attempted to 
dictate. It added that Columbia Gas 
and United had no officers or directors 
in common. 

United Corporation is the record 
holder of 2,110,482 common shares of 
Columbia Gas & Electric and, includ- 
ing these shares, owned beneficially as 
of January 20, 1938, a total of 2,424,- 
356 shares, or approximately 19.5 per 
cent of the voting power. It acquired 


the bulk of its holdings in June, 1930. 
* 


Defends Water Rights 


An action to enjoin permanently the 
Middle Loup power and irrigation dis- 
trict, Nebraska, from using or attempt- 
ing any use of the Middle Loup wa- 
ters, unless full and adequate com- 
pensation is made to the complainant, 
has been filed in federal court in 
Grand Island by the Central Power 
Company. This utility, with main 
offices in Grand Island, has operated a 
hydro-electric plant near Boelus since 


1916. It also asks that the defendant 
be enjoined from in any manner inter- 
fering with or preventing the usual 
normal and natural flow of all the 
waters of the river down to the intake 
and works of the complainant corpora- 
tion, and asks a temporary restraining 
order during the pendency of the suit. 


Arkansas Power Starts Work 
on 110,000-Volt Line 


President Harvey C. Couch of the 
Arkansas Power & Light Company has 
announced that construction work has 
been started on a transmission line 
across the Mississippi River near Lake 
Village, Ark., and Greenville, Miss. 
He said the line would be 6,000 ft. 
long and in a single span. It will tie 
into the Mississippi Power & Light 
Company system. The cost was esti- 
mated at $60,000. 

“It will afford facilities for an inter- 
change of power generated by the 
Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana 
Light & Power companies and _ the 
TVA,” Mr. Couch said. The crossing 
will have one circuit of 110,000 volts. 
It will be suspended between two 
560-ft. towers. 

e 


Stages Billboard Campaign 


A large increase in inquiries and 
sales has resulted from a billboard 
campaign conducted in Chicago by the 
Ilg Electric Ventilating Company, the 
main selling appeal of which was to 
remove cooking odors with an Ilg elec- 
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tric ventilator. Beginning February 1 
and continuing through March and 
part of April, a showing of the bill- 
boards throughout Chicago and sub- 
urbs told the public to “see your elec- 
trical dealer” for Ilg electric kitchen 
ventilation. Approximately 30 per 
cent of the boards were lighted at 
night. _—s 
* 


NorthAmericanShows 
8% Drop in Output 


Decline of about 8 per cent in elec- 
tric output for the first quarter of 1938 
over the same period last year, as re- 
ported by the four North American 
subsidiaries, was due principally to a 
falling off in power sales to industrial 
customers, J. F. Fogarty, president, 
stated last week. 

Sales to commercial and residential 
customers, he said, had continued to 
increase during the present recession, 
although the rate of increase fell off in 
February and March. Installations of 
new refrigerators during the first quar- 
ter, Mr. Fogarty pointed out, were 
about one-third less than the number 
added during the same period of 1937. 
This, he added, no doubt reflected the 
high degree of saturation already exist- 
ing. 

Commenting on the possibilities of 
utilities borrowing from the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation, Mr. 
Fogarty said that the North American 
system was not greatly interested. The 
problem is not one of receiving money 
from the government, he continued, but 
rather one of the government’s reliev- 
ing certain conditions that prevent the 
getting of equity money by the utility 
industry. 

This year the system plans to spend 
$23,000,000 on new construction, as 
against $32,000,000 in 1936, nearly 90 
per cent of which was for electric facil- 
ities, Mr. Fogarty disclosed. 

Net income of North American Com- 
pany for the twelve months ended 
March 31, 1938, was $17,014,664, 
against $18,502,480 in the correspond- 
ing period last year. Operating ex- 
penses were somewhat higher this 
year, partly because of higher fuel 
costs caused by increased freight 
rates. Another contributing factor to 
the increased operating costs was the 
greater use of fuel-burning plants, be- 
cause of less favorable water condi- 
tions at the system’s hydro plants this 
quarter as compared with the first 
quarter last year. 


Nebraskans Ask Power Probe 


A group of Platte River water users 
recently asked Congress to extend its 
investigation of the Tennessee Valley 
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Authority to include Nebraska’s “Lit- 
tle TVA.” The Platte River Water 
Protective Association, in a letter to 
all Senators and _ Representatives, 
asserted: “Not only can the federal 
government yet save about $30,000,000 
by stopping this work now, but it will 
thereby lessen the possibility of a 
huge claim for damages to riparian 
land owners in the 270 miles of lower 
valley.” PWA has loaned and granted 
approximately $55,000,000 to develop 
five major hydro-electric power and 
irrigation projects in Nebraska. 


Pacific Coast Utility Plans 
60-Ky. Line and Substation 


Major addition to the Coast Counties 
Gas & Electric Company system in 
1938 will be a 60-kv. line from Watson- 
ville to Santa Cruz, Calif., with sub- 
station at Santa Cruz. 

Estimated to cost $210,000 and to 
be started this spring, the job was 
announced subsequent to the com- 
pany’s original estimate of $300,000 to 
$400,000 for system improvements in 
1938. Serving to strengthen the com- 
pany’s transmission loop, which was 
severely taxed in recent storms, the 
line may be operated initially at 22 kv. 


Engineers Visit G.E. Works 


A group of nearly 200 engineers 
from metropolitan New York, mem- 
bers of the Power Group, American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, paid 
a full-day visit to the Pittsfield Works 
of the General Electric Company on 
April 21. The trip through the factory 
included inspection of the transformer 
and capacitor production lines, inspec- 
tion of General Electric’s new million- 
dollar plastics department, and—the 
feature of the day—the 10,000,000-volt 
artificial lightning demonstration in the 
high-voltage engineering laboratory. 


o 
Plan Power Discussions 


Among the subjects which the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States will discuss during its annual 
meeting in Washington May 2 to 5 
will be government competition with 
private industry and the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 


Plans $1,500,000 Program 


Canada Northern Power Corpora- 
tion, through one of its subsidiaries, is 
now considering the development of 
20,000 additional hp. of electrical 
energy at a cost of $1,500,000, A. J. 
Nesbitt, president, told the annual 
meeting of stockholders. 





Set Hearings on Plea 
to Hold Utility Posts 


The Federal Power Commission has 
announced that hearings will be held 
on interlocking directorate applica- 
tions involving 42 officials in the Stand- 
ard Gas & Electric system. 

Each of the officials has been or- 
dered to make further showing that 
neither public nor private interest will 
be adversely affected by reason of his 
holding interlocking positions within 
the system. Each is holding such posi- 
tions at present through conditional 
authorization previously granted by 
the commission. 

Hearing on the application of the 
following sixteen officials will be held 
May 4 in Washington: 

Victor Emanuel, Louis H. Seagrave, 
Arthur E. Braun, Edward W. Judy, Cur- 
tis S. Mitchell, Frank J. Holub, Leo F. 
Kane, Otto J. Wolfram, Winfield B. Car- 
son, Carl J. Braun, Richard McCall, Hugh 
W. Annett, Roscoe E. Hanna, Howard D. 


Megahan, Edison W. Washabaugh and 
Charles W. Lepper. 

Interlocking directorate applications 
of the following 26 officials is set for 
May 9 in Chicago: 

Robert F. Pack, John J. Molyneaux, 
Henry Grenacher, Harold E. Young. Theo- 
dore E. Crocker, Glen V. Rork, Robert L. 
Clark, Noel H. Buckstaff, Ernest G. Kel- 
lett, Arthur Peter, Frank J. Pfeiffer, John 
W. Barr, Jr., John J. McKenna, Addison 
W. Lee, Jr., Robert Montgomery. Walter 
I. Lukenbill, Edwin Dow Wood, John P. 
Pulliam, Charles E. Kohlhepp, Carroll R. 
Phenicie, Theodore F. Kaap, Donald W. 
Faber, J. H. Deinlein, Harold P. Taylor, 
Irving P. Steybe and Chauncey M. Brewer. 


Form Information Bureau 


Initial plans have been completed 
for the establishment of a technical 
and commercial information bureau 
where executives, engineers, designers, 
production managers, writers and 
others may procure without cost tech- 
nical data and literature on materials, 
products and processes, as well as 
technical consultation service. The bu- 
reau will be located in the Interna- 
tional Building, New York City. and 
is being sponsored by Designers for 
Industry, Inc. 

* 


Named to Head TVA Inquiry 


The TVA Investigating Committee 
selected Senator Vic Donahey. Demo- 
crat, of Ohio, to be its chairman at 4 
meeting held this week, at which plans 
were discussed for starting the Im 
quiry promptly. James M. Mead. 
Democrat, of New York, was named 
vice-chairman. This meeting was 4? 
informal dinner party arranged by 
Senator Donahey to give the members 
opportunity to get acquainted. 
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Bonneville Power Rate Schedule 
Being Prepared for Commission 


Administrator Ross consults with advisers in preparation of sales- 
price for electricity — Indicates that uniform rate is likely — Com- 
missioner Seavey declares rates will not disrupt present markets 


A schedule of power rates for Bon- 
neville Dam is expected to be filed in 
the near future with the Federal 
Power Commission, according to Clyde 
L. Seavey, acting chairman. Mr. Seavey 
declared, in an_ exclusive interview, 
that J. D. Ross, Bonneville Administra- 
tor, was now consulting with his ad- 
visers on a proposed schedule of rates. 

Following a series of hearings in the 
Bonneville area, Mr. Ross is now con- 
sidering the transcripts in an effort to 
determine just what schedule of power 
rates should be fixed for the distribu- 
tion of Bonneville 
some time next fall. 


power, expected 


Maintain present service 


Opinion was expressed by Mr. Sea- 
vey that the rate schedule would in 
no way disrupt present sale of power 
or throw the area in confusion. He 
stated that there was no intention of 
the authorities to disrupt 
power markets. 

In reaching the estimate of Bonne- 
ville cost as applicable to power facili- 
ties, Mr. Seavey said that his commis- 
sion sent engineers into the field to 
make surveys of transmission costs 
over present facilities and probable 


present 
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future markets for Bonneville power. 
Because so many outside factors enter 
into fixing the cost of the power facili- 
ties, it is not likely that Bonneville 
will be touted as a “yardstick” for the 
area. 

Mr. Seavey declared that Bonneville 
power will be offered to private as 
well as municipal and other public 
systems. Any savings in the purchase 
of Bonneville power is expected to be 
passed on to the consumer. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Seavey 
that in studying the transcripts of the 
Ross hearings it was found that the 
power users in the Bonneville area 
favored the “postage stamp” rate. He 
explained this by the fact that the 
residents are accustomed to paying the 
same water rate regardless of the 
distance from the main source. It is 
felt that the same system should be 
applied to power rates. In this man- 
ner there would be no special ad- 
vantages extended to industries to lo- 
cate near the dam. Strong opposition 
was expressed to the early drive by 
interested parties to fix Bonneville 
power rates in such a manner as to 
give relative advantage to the prox- 
imity of the power house. 





ADEQUATE WIRING—Part of the group which attended the recent meeting at 
Charlotte, N. C., on adequate wiring. Standing in rear, |. to r.—Jack Dyer, National 
Electrical Contractors Association, Atlanta; A. E. Schanuel, National Adequate Wiring 
Bureau, New York; and Roy A. Palmer, N. E. Tindal and J. W. Lewis of Duke Power 


Recently Mr. Ross indicated that 
his rate plan “looks very much like 
a uniform rate for Bonneville.” He 
declared that if there is zoning, “it 
will be so small it won’t hurt.” 

The recent overwhelming defeat of 
the public power district plan around 
Bonneville has raised additional prob- 
lems both as to rates and disposition 
of power from the federal project. 

Two generators of Bonneville will be 
ready for operation early in July, but 
sale of power may be delayed until 
next fall pending the construction of 
transmission lines or the reaching of 
agreements with operators of present 
utility systems to transmit Bonneville 
power over their lines. 

In Washington it is felt that the 
wisdom of selecting only one admin- 
istrator for a government power proj- 
ect, instead of three as in the TVA 
case, has been fully demonstrated. 
Mr. Ross is able to move quickly and 
co-ordinate the project to present situ- 
ations. Opinions were expressed that 
had the President’s reorganization bill 
passed TVA might have been placed 
in the Department of Interior under 
direction of one administrator. 


Hold Seven Meetings 
on Adequate Wiring 


The National Adequate Wiring Pro- 
gram gained new ground as a result 
of the series of meetings held recently 
in seven Carolina cities, during which 
members of the electrical industry and 
others interested attended in large 
numbers. The meetings were conducted 
by A. E. Schanuel, field representative 
of the bureau, and were held in Greens- 
boro, Winston-Salem, Salisbury, Hick- 
ory and Charlotte, N. C., and Green- 
ville and Spartanburg, S. C. 

J. H. Dyer, field representative of 
the National Electrical Contractors 
Association, emphasized the advantages 
of the wiring program and pointed out 
how the electrical contracting group 
could create more wiring business by 
tying in with the national program. 

Ralph Bouligny of R. H. Bouligny, 
Inc., Charlotte, was also a speaker at 
the meeting. Architects and builders 
were in attendance and some com- 
mented enthusiastically in approving 
the program. It was pointed out that 
heretofore the public has not been sold 
on the value and need of better wiring. 
As a result, insufficient allowances for 
wiring were made in all building pro- 
grams, inevitably resulting in inade- 
quacy. It was felt that education is 
needed even within the ranks of the 
industry to gain desired results of 
adequate wiring. 
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N.E.M.A. Announces 


Convention Program 


Plans for the annual spring con- 
ference of the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association to be held 
at Hot Springs, Va., on May 15 to 20, 
are nearing completion. The program 
calls for 68 division, section, group 
and committee meetings to be held 
during the week. 

The general membership meeting 
will be held Wednesday morning at 
10 o’clock in the Homestead Theater. 
A speciai feature of this meeting will 
be a presentation of certain phases of 
the work being carried on under the 
direction of the business development 
committee. Several N.E.M.A. members 
will participate in this presentation. 

One of the most important meetings 
during the conference will be the 
policies division, which will be held 
Tuesday morning, at which attendance 
is limited to executive and associate 
representatives of member companies. 


Electric Operating 
Group to Hold Meet 


Announcement has been made that 
the electric operating group of the 
Empire State Gas and Electric Associ- 
ation will meet at the Hotel Van Cur- 
ler, Schenectady, May 13. S. O. Scham- 
berger, New York Power & Light 
Corporation, will open the morning 
session. J. P. Haftenkamp, president 
of the association, will make an ad- 
dress, as will also C. V. Morey, Con- 
solidated Edison Company of New 
York; C. T. Nicholson, F. Raps, both 
of. Buffalo Niagara Electric Corpora- 
tion; H. A. McLaughlin, Central Hud- 
son Gas & Electric Corporation, and 
Frank U. Martelon, Westchester Light- 
ing Company. 

The afternoon session will be broken 
up into three discussion groups— 
meters, with C. V. Morey as discussion 
leader; underground distribution, C. T. 
Nicholson, discussion leader, and over- 
head distribution, D. A. Lewis, discus- 


sion leader. 
8 


Meters and Relays Course 


to Be Held in Florida 


Announcement has been made that 
the annual short course and confer- 
ence on electric meters and relays will 
be conducted May 23 to May 27, in- 
clusive, by the College of Engineer- 
ing, University of Fioriaa, Gainesville, 
in conjunction with the Southeastern 
Metermen’s Association, and assisted 
by the various utility companies, 
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manufacturers of electrical apparatus 
and municipalities. The course will 
be given in the laboratories of the de- 
partment of electrical engineering. 
Particular attention will be paid to 
engineering problems confronting 
meter departments. Special consid- 
eration this year will be given to re- 
lays and relaying problems. On the 
other hand, every opportunity will be 
given the less-experienced metermen 
to secure more elementary instruction, 
both along practical and_ theoretical 


lines. Lectures on operating economy 
and customer relations will also be 
presented. 

. 


Polaroid Lighting Shown 


More than 600 members and guests 
of the Chicago Lighting Institute saw 
demonstrations of Polaroid lighting at 
lectures recently in the Chicago Civic 
Opera Building. 


eelings 


Edison Electric Institute—Engineering com- 
mittees meetings, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill., May 2-5. Annual conven- 
tion, Atlantic City, N. J., June 6-9. 
Bernard F. Weadock, managing director, 
420 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Refrigerating Machinery Association — 
Spring meeting, Hot Springs, Va., May 
11-12. Association headquarters, South- 
ern Building, Washington, D. C. 


National Fire Protection Association — 
Annual meeting, Atlantic City, N. J., May 
9-13. A. R. Small, 207 East Ohio St., 
Chicago. 

Air Conditioning Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion—Annual meeting, Hot Springs, Va.. 
May 13-14. Association headquarters, 915 
Southern Building, Washington. D. C. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion—Spring conference, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va., May 15-20. W. J. 
Donald, managing director, 155 East 44th 
St., New York, N. Y. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Northeastern district meeting, Lenox, 
Mass., May 18-20. Summer convention, 
Washington, D. C., June 20-24. H. H. 
Henline, national secretary, 33 West 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 

National Electrical Wholesalers Association 
—Annual convention, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va., May 22-26. Alfred 
Byers, secretary, 165 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. 

National Association of Purchasing Agents 
—Annual international convention, St. 
Louis, Mo.. May 23-26. Association 
ne 11 Park Place, New York, 

ee 


Wisconsin Municipal Utilities Association 
—Annual convention, Marshfield, Wis., 
June 16-17. J. J. Jedwabny, secretary, 
Menasha, Wis. 

Canadian’ Electrical 
convention, 
Quebec, 


Associatieon—Annual 

Seigniory Club, Province of 

Canada, June 22-24. mp 
Fairchild, secretary, 804 Tramways 
Bldg., Montreal, Que. 

American Society for Testing Materials— 
Annual meeting, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, 
Atlantic City, N. J., June 27-July 1. 
R. E. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 South 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








E.E.I. Schedules Talks 
on Industry Problems 


The outlook in America for private 
enterprise and the many problems con- 
fronting industry today will be the 
dominating theme of the annual con- 
vention of the Edison Electric Institute 
to be held in Atlantic City, June 6 
to 9. An elaborate program is being 
prepared which will include prominent 
speakers who will discuss the vital 
questions concerning every utility op- 
erator. 

A partial list of speakers includes 
Dr. Virgil Jordan, president of the 
National Industrial Conference Board; 
Dr. W. W. Cumberland, partner of 
Wellington & Company; Charles W. 
Kellogg, president of E.E.1.; Floyd L. 
Carlisle, chairman of Consolidated Edi- 
son Company of New York, Inc., and 
Niagara Hudson Power Corporation; 
J. E. Davidson, Nebraska Power; W. 
H. Harrison, American Telephone & 
Telegraph Company and president of 
A.LE.E.; H. P. Liversidge, Phila- 
delphia Electric; H. S. Metcalfe, West 
Penn Power; H. A. Snow, Detroit 
Edison; B. S. Rodey, chairman of the 
general accounting committee of E.E.L; 
Walter H. Sammis, Commonwealth & 
Southern Corporation, and A. H. Ke- 
hoe, Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York, Inc. 

A number of special groups will 
hold meetings during the convention 
to discuss accounting, depreciation, 
classification of accounts, customers’ 
relations, purchasing, stores and trans- 
portation and other subjects. 


Accountants of Northwest 
to Hold Spokane Meeting 


Accountants of the Northwest will 
meet in Spokane, Wash., May 13-14, 
at the thirteenth annual meeting of 
the Accounting and Business Practice 
Section, Northwest Electric Light and 
Power Association. Improved methods 
of handling customers’ contracts, oF 
ders, credits and collections, as Te 
cently installed by the Washington 
Water Power Company, will be ex 
plained and the workings of the sys 
tem will be inspected. Discussion of 
new problems involved in the classi 
fication of accounts will have a prom 
inent place on the program. 

J. E. E. Royer, Washington Water 
Power Company; W. C. Mainwaring. 
B. C. Electric Railway Company and 
president of the association, and Eric 
A. Johnston, U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce, are on the program. 
Gieseker, Washington Water Power 
Company, is chairman of the section. 
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Should the time ever come for repairs — 


You can change coils in the L-M Distribution Trans- 
former in about the same time that it takes to tell 
about it... Simply untank chassis, remove the core 
clamps, remove upper laminations, slip off coils, 
slip on new coils, replace core laminations, replace 
core clamps, and retank chassis. No intricate 
manipulations ... You save time and money! 


Wherever possible, L-M Engineers have refined the 
design of L-M Distribution Transformers to give you 
worth-while advantages. For complete informa- 
tion, ask your L-M Representative, or write LINE 
MATERIAL COMPANY, South Milwaukee, Wis. 





TURBINE MAKE-READY—Next fall Des Moines Electric Light Company will add 35,000 kw. capac- 
ity to its lines in its No. 2 station. The new unit, for which the station is now being extended, will 
have a 1,300-lb., 925 deg. F., tandem-compound turbine operating at 3,600 r.p.m. 


APPLIANCE SHOW—The Electrical Association of Philadelphia staged its annual exposition last 
week with great success. Below is George E. Whitwell, vice-president of the Philadelphia Electric 
Company. On the right is Dr. G. W. Allison and H. L. Martin of Modern Kitchen Bureau of E.E.I. 
and Miss Clara Zillesen, advertising manager of Philadelphia Electric. J. H. Fisher, manager of the 
Westinghouse Electric Supply Com- 
pany, and Austin Monty, sales man- 
ager of Philadelphia Electric, at the 
banquet table 
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FLATHEAD—The giant $4,000,000 hydro-electric project of Montana Power Company on the Flathead River, near 


Polson, which is scheduled to go into service this year. The dam is about 200 ft. high and is located in a deep 


gorge. Approximately 1,100,000 acre-feet of water will be stored in the reservoir 


PEERLESS ELEC SUPPLY CO. 


powen  Ucit CO BANNER - WHITEHILL 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY—More than 1,000 employees of the Weston Electrical 
Instrument Corporation were present at the recent golden anniversary dinner held 
in Newark, N. J., as a testimonial to Edward F. Weston, president. Mr. Weston was 
presented with a portrait of his father, the late Dr. Edward Weston. L. to r.: 

H. L. Gerstenberger, sales manager; Mr. Weston, E. R. Mellen, treasurer; Caxton 
Brown, vice-president and secretary; T. L. Evans, assistant secretary and comptroller 
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IN THE CAUSE 
OF BETTER SERVICE 


Proper planning enables our Electric Utilities to pro- 
vide their excellent service in time to meet the increas- 
ing public demand. In the same manner, the equipment 
manufacturers anticipate the demands of every part of 
the plant. This is accomplished by constant laboratory 
research and development of production equipment. 
The Okonite Company is always ready with the right 
kind of cable equipment to meet new service demands. 
Its facilities, too, are constantly functioning in the cause 


of Better Service. 


THE OKONITE COMPANY 


Founded 1878 
1938 Marks Our 60th Year of Service 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE: PA PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY 
ONITE QUALITY CANNOT BE WRITTEN INTO A SPECIFICATLE 









Up-Turn 





Output goes 10.8% under 1937 


vat —Industrial areas recede— 
Pacific Coast improves 
by Announcement of an output of 1,951,- 


f 456,000 kw.-hr. by the electric light 
and power industry during the week 
ended April 23, according to the Edi- 

: con Electric Institute, indicates that 

\i an upward trend has thus far failed 
to set in. Production was slightly 

mn lower—0.3 per cent—than in the pre- 
ceding week and the decline compared 
with the like period a year ago rose 
to 10.8 per cent, as against the previous 
maximum of 10.2 per cent in the week 

of March 26. 

The gain over 1936 improved slightly 
to 1.9 per cent; a week ago it was 1.2 
per cent. But the exeess is only one- 
third as large as it was at the begin- 
ning of the month. 

The brightest spot on the map is 
the Pacific region, where operations 
were close to the 1937 level, whereas 
they were down nearly 25 per cent 
in the Mountain states. In the Central 
industrial area an increasing loss from 
1937, now grown to 18.7 per cent, re- 
} flects reduced operations 
* industries. 
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Weekly Output, Millions of Kw-Hr. 


1938 1937 1936 
Apr. 23.1,951 Apr. 24..2,188 Apr. 18..1,915 
Apr. 16.1,958 Apr. 17..2,173 Apr. 11..1,934 
Apr. 9.1,990 Apr. 10..2,176 Apr. 4..1,916 
oe. 2.1,979 Apr. 3..2,147 Mar. 28..1,867 
Mar. 26.1,975 Mar. 27..2,200 Mar. 21..1,862 
Mar. 19.2,018 Mar. 20..2,211 Mar. 14.:1,901 


British 1937 Trade 
Reaches High Level 


A new high level of demand in the 
domestic market for electricity and 
electrical goods is recorded in the 
annual report of the Council of the 
British Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers’ Association for 1937, recently 
issued. Despite the difficult interna- 
tional situation and formidable trade 
barriers, productive capacity in prac- 
tically every branch of electrical manu- 
facture was actively employed. Employ- 
ment reached the highest point in the 
history of the industry. The number 
of insured workers is now over 330,000, 
and since the world slump of 1929 
the electrical manufacturing and con- 
ttacting industries have absorbed nearly 
140,000 people. 

Exports have risen by 22 per cent 
0 more than £18,000,000 ($90,000,- 
000), the highest figure since 1929. 
he greatest advance in electrical ma- 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


Apr. 23 





Region Apr. 16 Apr. 9 

New England......... —10.5 -—13.7 —12.8 
Middle Atlantic. .. : —5.7 —3.5 — 2.4 
Central Industrial..... —18.7 —17.7 —15.2 
West Central...... — 6.4 — 3.7 — 1.6 
Southern States....... — 8.5 —6.1 — 5.9 
Rocky Mountain . —24.6 —-22.5 —23.1 
PONS karedidneecs . — 0.4 —1.4 — 1.3 
United States....... —10.8 —9.9 — 8.5 





chinery exports was in motors and 
switchgear. In other goods exports of 
cables other than rubber-insulated ca- 
bles advanced nearly 65 per cent. The 
ratio of electrical imports to exports 
remains high, now more than 26 per 
cent. Electrical imports as a whole 
increased by 15 per cent during the 
year, and there was a rise of 30 per 
cent in machinery 


electrical imports. 


British Output Increases 


British Electricity Commission _re- 
ports that 2,144,000,000 units of elec- 
tricity were generated by authorized 
undertakings in Great Britain in 
February, compared with the revised 
figure of 1,944,000,000 units in Febru- 
ary, 1937, an increase of 10.3 per cent. 
During the first two months of 1938 
the total amount of electricity gen- 
erated by authorized undertakers was 
4,527,000,000 units, compared with the 
revised figure of 4,121,000,000 units for 


the corresponding period of 1937, 
representing an increase of 9.9 per 
cent. 

° 


Charged with ‘Fixing’ Meters 


Henry Longhi of New York City, 
who is alleged to have “saved” thou- 
sands of dollars for gas and electric 
consumers in the last twenty years by 
“fixing” meters, was held in $2,000 
bail for examination April 27 when 
arranged before the Magistrates’ Court. 
It is said that Longhi admitted having 
built up a large clientele and said that 
his commissions amounted to one-third 
of the amount cut from the average 
monthly bill. His income is said to 
have been between $200 and $300 a 
month. 

+ 


I.E.S. Makes Design Awards 


Awards of the seventh annual con- 
test sponsored jointly by the [llumin- 
ating Engineering Society and _ the 
Beaux Arts Institute of Design of New 
York, which called for lighting plans 
for a 1,500-capacity community thea- 
ter, have been announced. Twenty- 
seven architects and illuminating engi- 
neers were the judges. The first prize 
of $300 was awarded to A. S. Pawlan, 
an architectural student of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 


Residential Usage Rises 


Residential usage of electricity at 
Hartford, Conn., has increased from 
an annual rate of 1,192 to 1,215 kw.-hr. 
per customer since January 1. On a 
street of new homes in West Hartford 
twelve out of fourteen occupied 
medium-priced residences are all-elec- 
tric, with automatic water 
ranges and refrigeration. 
toward electrical 
marked in this urban area. 


heating, 
The trend 


complete living is 


Markets New Carrier Unit 


With ten new engineering features, 
the new 1938 Carrier portable summer 
air conditioner has been announced by 
L. R. Boulware, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Carrier Corporation. 
Mr. Boulware said distribution was 
now under way. 


Bendix Announces Campaign 


An aggressive spring advertising and 
merchandising campaign for the new 
Bendix home laundry has been an- 
nounced by Judson S. Sayre, vice- 
president in charge of sales for Ben- 
dix Home Appliances, Inc. 
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Miner Appointed to New 
Chair at Carnegie Tech 


Douglas F. Miner, manager of the 
central engineering laboratories and 
standards of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company, East Pitts- 
burgh, has been appointed George 
Westinghouse professor of engineering 





at the Carnegie Institute of Technology. 
Professor Miner, who will assume his 
new duties September 1, will act as 
co-ordinator for the Westinghouse co- 
operative engineering plan, under which 
a qualified group of engineering stu- 
dents at Carnegie Tech will take the 
usual technical college course, and 
during the same period will receive 
shop and engineering experience at 
the Westinghouse plant. 

His educational background and his 
lon association with the Westinghouse 
company as research and development 
engineer have eminently qualified Pro- 
fessor Miner for the new chair at 
Carnegie Tech. During the earlier part 
of his career at Westinghouse he worked 
principally in research and develop- 
ment. His activities included the de- 
velopment of a crest voltmeter for high- 
voltage measurement, the introduction 
and development of voltage doubling 
surge generators of high voltage, and 
percussive welding, as well as several 
other technical studies. More recently 
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he has been concerned with standard- 
ization and co-ordination of materials 
in all Westinghouse plants. In this con- 
nection he prepared a handbook of data 
on materials and parts for Westing- 
house design departments. 

In addition to his work as co-ordina- 
tor for the students under the Westing- 
house co-operative plan, Professor 
Miner will teach and also undertake 
a program of research investigations 
in electrical engineering. He is a mem- 
ber of the A.LE.E. 

° 

> A. C. Moornaus and C. G. E1cHet- 
BERGER have been elected vice-presi- 
dents of the Cincinnati Gas & Electric 
Company by the board of directors. 
Mr. Moorhaus, who has been serving 
as acting general manager of the com- 
pany, joined the organization as pur- 
chasing agent in 1924. Mr. Eichel- 
berger has been assistant to the presi- 
dent. He became connected with the 
company in 1913 as an electrical en- 
gineer. 


> Wittiam C. Koptovitz of St. Louis, 
Mo., has been appointed assistant gen- 
eral counsel of the Federal Power 
Commission. Before joining the legal 
staff of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion, last year, Mr. Koplovitz was 
counsel to the P.W.A., where he had 
extensive experience in utility litigation 
and utility financing from the public 
standpoint. 


> Harotp A. McLaucHuin has been 
appointed test engineer in charge of 
the electric test section of Central Hud- 
son Gas & Electric Corporation, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Mr. McLaughlin 
became associated with that company 
as relay engineer in 1929 and has 
been protection engineer for several 
years. He was graduated in electrical 
engineering from Brooklyn Polytechnic 
Institute and was engaged in test work 
and the design and applicaton of pro- 
tective equipment with the Brooklyn 
Edison Company and the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany before joining the Central Hud- 
son organization. 





W. H. Harrison Promoted; 
Bancroft Gherardi Retires 


William H. Harrison, assistant vice- 
president, department of operation and 
engineering, American Telephone & 
Telegraph Company, New York. and 
president of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, was elected vice- 
president and chief engineer at the 
meeting of the board of directors held 
last week. He is succeeding Bancroft 
Gherardi, who is retiring at the age 
of 65, in accordance with the retire- 
ment plan. 

Mr. Harrison began his career with 
the Bell System in 1909, when at six- 
teen years of age he started as repair 
man for the New York Telephone 
Company. After spending ten years 
with that organization he became a 
member of the A.T.&T. staff and in 
1924 was made equipment and build- 
ing engineer with general supervision 


W. H. Harrison 


of the engineering of the subscribers’ 
station and central office plant of the 
Bell Telephone System. Five yeats 
later he was appointed plant enginee!, 
with broadened responsibilities, ™ 
cluding general direction of the em 
gineering, design and layout of all 
departments of the Bell System plant, 
including system relations wit! other 
wire-using utilities. 
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In 1935 Mr. Harrison was elected 
vice-president in charge of the opera- 
tions of the Bell Telephone Company 
of Pennsylvania and the Diamond 
State Telephone Company of Delaware, 
with headquarters in Philadelphia. 
Last year he was appointed assistant 
vice-president of A.T.&T. Mr. Harri- 
son’s long record of active service in 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers culminated in his election to 





Bancroft Gherardi 


the presidency, the office he is now 
holding. 

Mr. Gherardi’s entire professional 
and business career has been devoted 
to the art of communication. Enter- 
ing this field in 1895, when the tele- 
phone art was very young, he has 
played a most important, part in the 
development and perfection of operat- 
ing practices and in the development 
of methods, equipment and apparatus 
which have brought telephone com- 
munication to its present high state of 
perfection. 

In the course of his distinguished 
career Mr. Gherardi has been the re- 
cipient of the electrical industry’s high- 
tt honors. A past-president of the 
ALE.E., he was awarded the Edison 
Medal for 1932 “for his contributions 
to the art of telephone engineering 
and the development of electrical com- 
munication.” He has served as presi- 
dent of the American Standards Asso- 
‘laton and of the United Engineering 
Soclety and has represented the 
LEE. on the U. S. National Com- 
mttee of the International Electro- 
technical Commission. 

a 


~lwomas N. McCarter was elected 
“ssident of the Public Service Cor- 
a of New Jersey for the thirty- 
“i Consecutive time at the recent 
‘mnual meeting of the corporation’s 


h ; 
oe directors. All the other 
‘ecutive officers were reappointed. 
ILLIAM a 


Davis was appointed by 
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the board to be executive assistant, 
Bergen division, to succeed Newton W. 
Bolen, who retires on pension after 35 
years with the company. Mr. Davis 
has been with Public Service and pre- 
decessor companies since 1905. He has 
been meter and wiring engineer since 
1924. JoHn E. ZimMERMANN and Ep- 
wARD Hopkinson, Jr., have resigned 
from the board of directors of Public 
Service Corporation. Mr. Zimmermann 
has been a director since 1929 and Mr. 
Hopkinson since 1930. The former is 
president of the United Gas Improve- 
ment Company and the latter chairman 
of that company’s executive committee. 


> Joun G. REESE, supervisor of safety, 
insurance and fire prevention of the 
Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Company of Baltimore, has been 
appointed a member of the fire pre- 
vention committee of the 
Safety Council. 


Baltimore 


OBITUARY 
John H. Pardee 


John H. Pardee, chairman of the 
board of directors of the Utility Man- 
agement Corporation, New York, died 
at his home in New York April 20, 
after a short illness. He was 71 years 
of age. Mr. Pardee was widely known 
in the utility industry and had been 
engaged in this field for more than 40 
years. 

A native of Lysander, N. Y., and a 
graduate of Hamilton College, Mr. 
Pardee studied law, and it was while 





engaged in the practice of this pro- 
fession that he became interested in 


utilities. In 1897 he was elected presi- 
dent of the Canandaigua Electric Light 
& Railway Company and the Ontario 
Light & Traction Company. He be- 
came general manager of the Roches- 
ter & Eastern Railways Company in 
1903. Four years later he was placed 
in charge of the management depart- 
ment of J. G. White & Company, Inc., 







































































predecessor of the Utility Management 
Corporation. In 1913 he was elected 
president of the J. G. White Manage- 
ment Corporation and continued in the 
same office when the name was changed 
to the Utility Management Corporation 
in 1930. He became chairman last year. 

During his association with Utility 
Management Corporation and _prede- 
cessor companies Mr. Pardee was in- 
timately connected with the manage- 
ment and operation of numerous util- 
ity companies throughout the United 
States. 

9 


> Sipney J. HALLs, manager of the light 
and power department of the British 
Columbia Electric Railway Company, 
Victoria, B. C., died suddenly April 
8. Born in England almost 58 years 
ago, Mr. Halls came to Canada as a 
boy and toward the close of the last 
century joined the staff of the B. C. 
Electric Railway organization in Van- 
couver. Subsequently he was trans- 
ferred to Victoria. 


> J. E. Wray, manager of the Phila- 
delphia district office of the Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Company, 
Milwaukee, died suddenly, April 18, 
as the result of a stroke. Following 
graduation from Penn State College he 
became connected with the company’s 
Norwood works, Cincinnati office, and 
in 1919 was appointed sales engineer 
in Philadelphia, being made manager 
of that office early last year. 


> Timotny A. J. Hayes, a pioneer 
electrical engineer in the field of 
municipal signal service, and since 1932 
director of the signal facilities of the 
Boston Police Department, died at the 
Forest Hills (Mass.) Hospital April 14, 
at the age of 56. He was a co-inventor 
of the flashing light and citizen’s alarm 
system used in Boston and accom- 
plished important work in the field of 
ultra high-frequency radio for police 
duty. At one time he was employed 
by the Holtzer Cabot Electric Company 
of Boston. 


> Acsert B. HERRICK, inventor and an 
associate of Thomas A. Edison of 
Menlo Park, N. J., died April 18, of a 
heart cilment, at his home in Char- 
Icttesville, Va. He was 76 years of 
.> From 1879 to 1881 Mr. Herrick 
performed experimental work on the 
incandescent lamp under the direction 
of Mr. Edison at Menlo Park. Later 
he was associated with the Edison Elec- 
tric Light Company in New York and 
with the General Electric Company in 
Schenectady. He then established a 
consulting engineering practice, doing 
some important work in the electric 
railway field. Mr. Herrick was a mem- 
ber of the Edison Pioneers. 
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General Electric Net 


Declines in Quarter 


Sales billed by General Electric 
Company for the first quarter this year 
totaled $65,086,557, as against $73,- 
412,420 for the same quarter last year, 
a decrease of 11 per cent, Gerard 
Swope, president, told stockholders at 
the annual meeting last week. 

Profit available for dividends totaled 
$7,075,739 for the first quarter, equiva- 
lent to 25 cents a share. This compares 
with $11,626,408, or 40 cents a share, 
in the first quarter last year. A divi- 
dend of 30 cents a share was paid 
April 25, as against 40 in April last 
year. 

Orders received during the first 
quarter totaled $65,376,400, against 
$105,747,030 in the same 1937 quarter, 
a decrease of 38 per cent. 

Comparative statement of sales and 
earnings for the first quarter: 


1938 1937 
Net sales billed...... $65,086,557 $73,412,420 
Less: Costs, expenses, 
and all charges ex- 
cept interest ...... 59,822,751 64,036,999 


Net income from sales $5,263,806 $9,375,421 
Other income, less in- 

RONG abhuessGesecas 1,811,933 2,250,987 
Profit available for 
dividends on com- 
mon stock (28,845,927 

36/100 shares issued) $7,075,739 $11,626,408 
m 


Locomotive Shipments Drop 

Shipments of mining and industrial 
electric locomotives for the first quar- 
ter of 1938, as reported by ten firms 
comprising practically the entire in- 
dustry, amounted to 67, valued at $312,- 
573, as against 112, valued at $616,115, 
for the fourth quarter and 92, valued 
at $901,293, for the first quarter last 
year, according to the Department of 


Commerce. 
e 


General Electric Pension 
Payments Made to Workers 


Pension payments to 3,214 retired 
employees of General Electric amount- 
ed to $2,499,893 last year. During 
the year 144 employees retired from 
active service, while 222 retired em- 
ployees died. The average age of 
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retired employees is 68.7 years and 
average continuous service is 29.5 
years. The average pension is $768. 
General Electric pension trust as- 
sets on December 31, 1937, were $41,- 
197,153, from amounts paid in by the 
company. The assets of the addition- 
al pension trust, from savings paid in 
by employees, were $11,035,388. Dur- 
ing the year employees in active serv- 
ice who relinquished participation in 
the additional pension plan withdrew 
$199,487. Since 1912, when the pen- 
sion plan of the company was _in- 
augurated, $20,747,887 has been paid 
to retired employees. 
* 


Jacksonville Lets 
Electric Contracts 


City Commission, Jacksonville, Fla., 
has awarded contracts for equipment 
for extensions in municipal power 
plant and_ substations, aggregating 
more than $450,000 as follows: 


C. H. Wheeler Manufacturing Company, 
Philadelphia, for a 25,000-kw. turbo-gen- 
erator unit and condenser, and for dupli- 
cate twin air ejector apparatus. 

General Electric Company, for switch- 
gear and accessory equipment for Talley- 
rand power station and for five power 
substations, and outdoor terminal equip- 
ment for nine 1,250-kva. transformers. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, for switchgear and auxiliary ap- 
paratus for Talleyrand outdoor substation, 
and power substations on Main and Mar- 
garet Streets, MacDuff Avenue, and South- 
ern Shops substation; also for three 13,- 
200/2400-volt transformers and accessories. 

Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, 
for nine 2,500-kva., single-phase, 13,- 
200/2400-volt transformers and auxiliaries. 

Blaw-Knox Company, for piping in- 
stallation in power plant, including com- 
plete connections and accessories. 

e 


Organizes Australian Unit 


Establishment of a manufacturing 
subsidy to be called Lincoln Electric 
Company (Australia) Ltd., at Sydney, 
Australia, has been announced by J. F. 
Lincoln, president Lincoln Electric 
Company. A _ suitable factory has 
already been purchased and arc-weld- 
ing equipment manufacturing opera- 
tions will begin in a year’s time. 


AND MARKETS 


Wholesalers’ Sales 
Off 26% in February 


Wholesalers’ sales of electrical goods 
during February, 1938, as reported by 
316 firms, totaled $13,297,000, a de. 
crease of 26 per cent from February, 
1937, and of 2 per cent from January, 
1938, according to the Department of 
Commerce. Total wholesale trade 
dropped about 15 per cent in February 
from February, 1937. 

All nine regions of the United States 
showed declines from sales last year. 
Smallest relative decrease was that of 
13 per cent in the West North Central 
area; the largest was that of 36 per 
cent in the Middle Atlantic area. 

The drop in sales of electrical goods 
during February was more than twice 
the magnitude of any of the monthly 
decreases from the previous year, since 
the current series of declines began in 
October, according to the department. 

Cost value of inventories on Febru- 
ary 28, 1938, was $21,639,000, about 3 
per cent above the same date last year 
and about 3 per cent below January 3l, 


1938. 
e 


Predicts Revival in Fall 


A revival in large-scale air-condition: 
ing jobs by the fall was predicted by 
L. R. Boulware, vice-president and get: 
eral manager of the Carrier Corpora 
tion in an address made recently be- 
fore the Sales Executives Club of Nev 
York at the Hotel Roosevelt. Mr. 
Boulware stated that the slump had 
curtailed the demand for air condi 
tioning costing more than $15,000, bu! 
that work in the range between $1,500 
and $15,000 was active and that a good 
business was also being done in the 
small, “packaged” jobs. 


Refrigerator Sales Rise 
Slightly During March 


Domestic sales of electric household 
refrigerators during the month ol 
March totaled 162,139 units, compat? 
with 134,946 units in February, 3%! 
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327,922 in March, 1937. The figures, 
based on returns from seventeen com- 
panies, were issued by the National 
Electrical Manufacturers’ Association. 
World sales in March amounted to 
183,059 units, compared with 148,726 
in February and 353,557 in March, 
1937. 

For the three months ended March 
domestic sales amounted to 394,726 
ynits, compared with 715,871 units for 
the corresponding period of 1937. 
World sales for the three-month period 
amounted to 438,647 units, compared 
with 771,929 for the similar period of 
1937. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Among the appointments as sales 
representatives recently announced by 
electrical manufacturing and allied 
companies are the following: 

Sola Electric Company, Chicago, has 
appointed Lloyd D. Marsh to represent it 
in the State of Washington. 

Westinghouse Electric Elevator Company 
has appointed Harold C. Hickock district 
manager with offices in Pittsburgh. Mr. 
Hickock goes to Pittsburgh from the 
headquarters sales division of the eleva- 
tor company in Jersey City, N. J. 

White-Rodgers Electric Company, manu- 
facturer of “solid liquid fill, hydraulic 
action” controls, St. Louis, has made 
Frank Fillo sales engineer with headquar- 
ters at the factory in St. Louis. Mr. 
Fillo was formerly connected with the 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Company 
for fourteen years, the last four being in 
the capacity of district manager in St. 
Louis. 

Bowie Switch Company, San Francisco, 
has announced the appointment of A. V. 
Sorensen of Mid-West Electric Supply 
Company, Omaha, Neb., as representative 
in Nebraska and Iowa. F. O. Andridge 
of Knoxville, Tenn., has been appointed 
representative in the Knoxville area. 


Proctor Electric Company, Philadelphia, 
has appointed William Howell to cover 
the Pittsburgh sales territory. 


Profit-Sharing Bonus 


The “profit-sharing” bonus of West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company for April will be 1 per cent 
of the employees’ compensation, as 
against 3 per cent in March and a 


peak of 18 per cent in one month last 
‘pring, 
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New York Metal Prices 


April 19, 1988 April27, 1938 


Cents per Cents per 
‘ Pound Pound 
pper electrolytic... . 10.00* 10.00* 
int Am. 8. & R. price. 4.50 4.50 
Ni IN 6 ei ihe ara orca 13.75 13.75 
qexel MG Sc rcicscs 35.00 35.00 
Inc ES « shages b ae 4.55 4.55 
a el 39.875 37.60 
“uminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


A cautious tone pervades business circles, with general business activity 


receding from March records. A moderate demand for electrical equip- 


ment, however, continues to prevail and appliance sales in all sections of 


the country are being spurred on by various housing projects. 


NEW YORK 


Disappointment over the retention of a 
modified undistributed profits tax is re- 
flected in business activity during the 
past week. There has been little disposi- 
tion on the part of industry to make other 
than necessary expansion to meet existing 
trade demands. The electric utilities are so 
tied up in preparation of SEC registration 
statements that little has been done in 
the way of planning future construction. 

The proposal of RFC to loan funds to 
utilities for extensions and improvements, 
which would create employment, is not 
likely to bear any fruit until the Admin- 
istration makes known its power policy 
and the extent to which it will go in 
competition. The low demand for indus- 
trial power has left the industry with suf- 
ficient surplus generating capacity to take 
care of demands. A revival of trade would 
immediately put the industry in a_ posi- 
tion where anticipated construction pro- 
grams would be necessary. 

New housing is attracting more attention 
of the utilities as markets for the sale of 
household appliances. Drives are being 
conducted on a large scale to build up 
domestic load. While sales continue under 
a year ago, merchandise movements in 
good volume continue. Rural line mate 
rial purchases have shown a pick-up and 
further expansion is in prospect. 


NEW ENGLAND 


A moderate demand for electrical equip- 
ment continues to prevail throughout this 
district. Small motors are moving in 
single lots: several large motors are being 
considered and will be bought soon. One 
manufacturer notes a slight upward tilt 
in the volume of fractional-horsepower 
motors during the past fortnight. 

Recently about $50,000 worth of net- 
work equipment was purchased for in- 


stallation in western Massachusetts. A 
100-hp., —2,300-volt | Westinghouse-driven 


Sturtevant blower with a capacity of 11,- 
500 cu.ft. per minute is to be installed 
at a gas plant in Webster, Mass., and the 
Royal Typewriter Company, Hartford, has 
bought a 110-kw. japanning oven, capacity 
320 frames per hour. 

Air-conditioning supplies in a fairly 
large volume will be involved in a hous- 
ing project announced for Arlington, 
Mass., where 194 single houses are 
planned, each equipped with oil-burning 
and air-conditioning units. The A. Stowell 
Company, prominent jeweler, Boston, will 
utilize 12 hp. in a new air-conditioning 
installation in its store. 

A large amount of new institutional 
building is projected for this district, 
which presages an encouraging volume of 
electrical supplies. The PWA allocation 
for schools in Massachusetts is $2,800,000. 
Merchandising is steady, but has as yet 
shown little upward trend. Public Service 
of New Hampshire reports a gain of 66 
kw.-hr. consumption per residence cus- 
tomer in 1937; a Bay State central sta- 
tion serving about 50,000 people has sold 
$3,000 more in electric appliances to date 
this year than for the same period in 


1937. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Power company purchases, both of ma- 
chinery and construction material, and 
both from privately owned companies and 
municipalities, are good and comprise such 
supplies as $115,000 of 500,000-circ.mil, 
23,000-volt leaded cable for Pasadena, 
$5,000 of cable for power and control cir- 
cuits of Imperial Valley irrigation plant at 
El Centro and 210 disconnect switches, 
mainly 400 amp., 7,500 volt, for Los An- 
geles. Power apparatus has featured such 
business as a 1,000-kva. substation equip- 
ment, value $13,000; large transformer 
spare parts, value $9,000, and stock size 
transformer orders aggregating $40,000, 
all for central California companies; trans- 
formers aggregating $5,000 for Turlock 
Irrigation District, and $15,000 of switch- 
gears and lightning arresters for Needles, 
Calif. 

Glendale is preparing plans for a 15,000- 
kva. municipal steam generating plant for 
completion in late 1939. Bids have been 
requested for the pole line material re- 
quired by the government’s Kendrick, 
Wyo., project. The outstanding business 
of the past week covers apparatus for Im- 
perial Irrigation District, a PWA project. 
including $70,000 circuit breakers, $80,000 
feeder voltage regulators, $35,000 for dis- 
connect switches, arresters and _trans- 
formers. Santa Ana is soliciting first ap- 
propriation on southern California’s $13,- 
000,000 flood-control program. 

A campaign for increased use of copper 


is being backed by Arizona. 
CHICAGO 
General business activity throughout 


the Middle West has fallen into another 
slump. After making a small recovery 
during March, the trend has been steadily 
downward again. From all sides come 
reports of declining orders. Since the 
President’s “pump-priming” program was 
announced a new note of wariness on the 
part of buyers has apparently been in- 
jected into the picture. The fact that 
consequences of the inflation of late 1936 
and early 1937 are still fresh in the minds 
of business men is probably one reason 
for the cautious tone now prevalent. Fur- 
thermore, inventories are still excessive in 
relation to the current volume of trade, 
so that there is a need first for volume to 
expand before any buying movement can 
take hold. 

Retail trade dropped so rapidly after 
the Easter rush that a great many estab- 
lishments are resorting to enforced lay- 
offs. Steel output in this district was re- 
duced again last week, while electric 
power production dropped 3 per cent be- 
low the previous week. Central station 
purchases are slow. although some con- 
struction work is being done in the sub- 
urban areas. One utility is planning to 
erect a generating station at an estimated 
cost of $1,500,000. 

Electrical manufacturers report orders 
for industrial equipment have declined 10 
or 15 per cent below March and are less 
than half of the volume a year ago. Small 
appliance sales are holding up well in 
the face of general conditions. 
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While utility stocks closed somewhat lower on Tuesday last, they led the resistance 
to the general market decline and showed a gain for the week. “Electrical World” 
index this week, 25.1, highest since week ended March 19. Index previous week, 23.9 


Files Registration 
With Commission 


Standard Power & Light Corpora- 
tion of Jersey City has filed notifica- 
tion of registration under the public 
utility holding company act with the 
SEC. 

The organization and conduct of the 
business of the Columbia Engineering 
Corporation as a subsidiary service 
company of the Columbia Gas & Elec- 
tric Corporation has been approved 
by the commission, subject to the con- 
dition that the commuission’s findings 
are not to be construed as a ruling 
that any changes in 1s method of de- 
termining or allocating costs, or other 
charges, may not be required. 

Twin State Gas & Electric Company, 
Rutland, Vt., in the holding company sys- 
tem of the New England Public Service 
Company, has filed an application for an 
order declaring that it has ceased to be a 
holding company. 

Utilities Investing Trust, Boston, Mass., 
has filed an application for an order 
exempting it and all of its subsidiaries 
from the Holding Company Act. The ap- 
plicant stated it holds 500,000 shares, 
represented by voting trust certificates, out 
of a total outstanding 1,106,363 of the 
common stock of Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric Company; and all of the outstanding 
common of New England Gas & Electric 
Association which lattet company has pre- 
viously applied for an exemption. 


Asks Exemption for Bonds 


SEC has announced that Georgia 
Power Company, a_ subsidiary of 
Commonwealth & Southern Corpora- 
tion, has filed an application under 
the Holding Company Act, for an ex- 
emption from the requirement of filing 
a declaration with respect to the issue 
of $2,301,000 of Georgia Power Com- 
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pany first and refunding mortgage 
bonds, 5 per cent series due March 
1, 1968. The application states that 
Commonwealth & Southern Corpora- 
tion is to purchase $1,301,000 of the 
bonds for a cash consideration of 90 
per cent of the principal amount with 
accrued interest and to hold the re- 
maining $1,000,000 of bonds in the 
treasury of the applicant. 


Consolidated Edison Net 
Rises in First Quarter 


Slightly better operating conditions 
during the first quarter of 1938 over 
the same period last year are reflected 
in the report of Consolidated Edison 
Company of New York, Inc., and affili- 
ates, issued last week. 

For the first three months this year 
consolidated net income was $15,417,- 
643, equal after preferred dividends to 
$1.10 a share of common, against $14.- 
443,355, or $1.03 a share, in the first 
three months of 1937. Use of elec- 
tricity by the system customers, chiefly 
residential and retail commercial, ran 
about 4 per cent ahead of the first 
quarter of last year. 


Insull Unit Payment 


Samuel Howard, trustee, has sought 
permission of Federal Judge Wilkerson 
to pay a 5 per cent dividend to 6,000 
holders of $19,000,000 in notes against 
the Corporation Securities Company. 
The judge held up the order pending 
submission of all claims and fees 
against the old Insull concern. The 5 
per cent dividend will be made from 
the $1,000,000 recently turned over to 
the company in a settlement with 


banks. 


Commonwealth Plans 
New Mortgage Bonds 


Commonwealth Edison Company has 
announced that a special meeting of 
stockholders has been called for May 
20 to obtain preliminary general pn 
thority to issue additional mortgage 
bonds. No definite program has been 
formulated and further steps will natu- 
rally depend on money market condi- 
tions. 

The proposed authority to issue first 
mortgage bonds does not alter the plan 
approved by the stockholders last year 
of issuing debentures convertible into 
Edison shares. 

Stockholders are also being asked to 
approve an amendment to the articles 
of incorporation canceling 102,335 
shares of Edison stock reacquired by 
the company and now in its treasury. 
This step has no relation to any 
financing. 


Save by Refinancing Bonds 


Wisconsin Public Service Commis- 
sion has disclosed that large Wisconsin 
utilities, in the last two years, took 
advantage of lower interest rates by 
refinancing more than $100,000.000 of 
outstanding bonds. Among the util- 
ities were Wisconsin-Michigan Power, 
Lake Superior District Power. Wis- 
consin Power & Light, Wisconsin Gas 
& Electric and Wisconsin Public 
Service. 


Middle West Hearing Set 


Hearing has been called by the SEC 
for May 9 on an application by the 
Middle West Corporation for approval 
of the acquisition by it of not to ex- 
ceed 20,000 shares of no-par value 
preferred stock of Central Illinois 
Public Service Company. 
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Earnings Reports (Utilities) 


Net Income 


1938 1937 
7Common. & South. eseamnne 
and subs. ........ $13,684,020 $14,593,710 
Pub. Serv. of N. J. i 
’ and subs. ........ 23,497,055 24,938,589 


*Arkansas Pwr. & Lt. 1,381,080 1,268,805 
*Louisiana Pwr. & Lt. 1,114,990 = 1,025, 
*New Orleans Pub. =94 999 
BEOE... scrcieancaacs 1,129,863 524,208 
+ rlee ; 5 
ee = ae oe _ 8,229,073 7,913,598 
*Birmingham Electric _ 697,781 o eee 
*Carolina Pwr. & Lt. 2,498,285 2,308, 
*Louisville G. & E. 99 152 
(Del.) and subs.. 1,610,442 = 1,92+,40- 
*Wisconsin Pub. Serv. 9 990 
ONE WUD. docccenes 1,324,503 1,302,5-" 


* y + =“ 
San Diego Cons. G. 1,261,046 1,446,702 





° ; vr ae” ereee nee 7 
re CreeOn —gp.e2s 1,108,421 
* Twelve months ended February >. 
+ Twelve months ended Mareh *1. 
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AA 
30, 1938 


EvectricaL Worip + Apri! 


dar] 
is 


be 






to 
es 
35 
by 


ny 


Is- 
sin 
ok 
by 
of 
til- 
ver, 
Vis- 
Gas 


blic 


L 
SEC 
the 
roval 
) eX: 
value 
inois 


ies) 


ne 

1937 
593,776 
938,589 
268,805 
028,556 


1,302,820 
1,446,702 
1,108,421 
y 28. 
L. 


a 


OO 
30, 1938 







EvAPORATIVE-TypE CooLers—In those re- 

gions where summer heat is accompanied 
with relatively low humidity, evaporative- 
type coolers provide economical comfort. 
A typical unit is illustrated (side panel 
removed): the fan draws large volumes of 
outside air over the moist excelsior (or 
fber) mat and circulates this cool, moist 
air through the home or office. Wagner 
Electric Corp., St. Louis, Mo., has been 
working with utilities in the Southwest 
in the development of these coolers and 
has brought out motor and fan assemblies 
for such service. Motor is a_ totally- 
enclosed, rubber-mounted, capacitor-type, 
with ball-thrust bearings and three-speed 
control. Assemblies are offered in a com- 
plete range of single-speed and _ three- 
speed fans, 25 to 60 cycles, 110 or 220 
volts, in sizes from 16 to 1914 in. 


PorRTABLE BLUEPRINTING UnitT—For per- 

sonal use, 2- well as for branch offices 
and construc'icn jobs where commercial 
blueprinting 1s not available, the Vanden- 
wood Co., Cleveland, Ohio, offers the 
“Baby Blue” blueprinting machine. The 
printing unit, ready to plug in a lighting 
circuit, is supplied with a portable case, 
complete with washing and fixing trays, 
ixing salts and a supply of 84x11 in. 
sensitized paper. Maximum capacity of 
machine is prints 9x18 in. 


New Contro~t AssemBLigs—A new hu- 
nidistat which may be installed separately 
tin combination with a thermostat or 
tight-and-day assembly has been announced 
wy the air conditioning department of the 
‘eneral Electric Co., Bloomfield, N. J. It 
consists of a multiple human hair element, 
‘ectrical contacts and a magnet to cause 
“ap action on opening and closing of the 
mtacts. and includes a rotating dial 
wibrated for a range of from 20 to 60 
yet cent relative humidity. Time switch 
Sused to select temperatures on the night- 
‘day assembly illustrated, designed to 
‘ntrol temperature and humidity. 

FRostED Foop Cuests—Anticipating 
tapid growth in the distribution of frosted 
bods, Frigidaire Division, General Motors 
‘ues Corp., Dayton, Ohio, has gone into 
ireduction on a line of four frosted food 
wrage cabinets. Chests range in capacity 
m 10.04 to 20.61 cu.ft. As accessory 
*uipment, each chest may have a double 
iced advertising display sign, each side 
"which is lighted by overhead hooded 
‘mps. Three chests are portable, the 
rth is for installation where refrigerat- 
“mechanism may be installed remotely. 


black Licght—Black-Ray Lighting Co., 
\tveland, Ohio, offers “Black-Ray” Quartz- 
“¢ equipment for fluorescence analysis, 
i and comparison work in various 
oa ind industrial fields. Filter of 
aie: Corex glass holds back the 
oe quelit emitted by the quartz mercury 
“* lowing only a concentrated beam of 


beereic a) Wortp + April 30, 1938 


EQUIPMENT 









ultra-violet light to pass. Unit is designed 
for operation on 110-120 volts ac. The 
company also. offers “Conti-Lite” equip- 
ment, designed to produce near ultra- 
violet for use in energizing luminous 
preparations. ‘Typical cases include out- 
door lighting of billboards, expositions, 
sport events, theatrical lighting. 


Resistors—Eight new units recently in- 
troduced bring the total of IRC precision 
wire-wound resistor types to twelve, giving 
a complete range for almost any require- 
ment, according to the International Resist- 
ance Co., of Philadelphia, Pa. Additions 
include five new resistors of the present 
design and three new designs for vertical 
mounting in small spaces. In these latter 
types, both terminals are brought out at 
one end, resistance wire being returned in- 
ternally through the ceramic and yet com- 
pletely insulated and protected from wind- 
ings or mounting bolts. Nichrome or 
copper-nickel wire is used on ceramic 
cores in all designs. 


Acetate Piastics—A line of high qual- 
ity acetate molding materials has been de- 
veloped by Bakelite Corp., New York, 
N. Y. Bakelite acetates are thermoplastic 
molding compounds with a cellulose ace- 
tate base and are recommended for both 
injection and compression molding. They 
are manufactured in granular form in a 
wide range of colors, including crystal 
clear, black and variegated mottles, and 
are also offered in transparent, translu- 
cent and opaque colors. 


Lumitine Untr—Combining the decora- 
tive features of molded Plaskon with 
a semi-cylinder of opal glass, the new 
“Lumilier” announced by The F. W. 
Wakefield Brass Co., Vermilion, Ohio, 
adds another architectural possibility to 
the wide range of uses for the Lumiline 
lamp. Since end caps are of plastics, they 
glow with a diffused light, making the unit 
luminous throughout. Two styles are of- 
fered: one takes the 1734-in. lamp in 
either 30- or 60-watt size, the other uses 
the 1134-in. lamp in the 40-watt size. 


Humidity and Tempera- 

ture Control (Bottom) 

Portable Blueprinting 
Machine (Center) 
Evaporative-Type 
Cooler (Right) 
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TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


Capacity AND Power-Factor CALcu- 
LATOR—To assist electrical engineers and 
executives in computing necessary capacity 
and power factor of capacitors for motor 
starting, the Cornell-Dubilier Electric 
Corporation, South Plainfield, N. J., has 
prepared a capacity and power-factor cal- 
culator chart, in the form of a circular 
slide rule. Requests for the charts should 
be addressed to the Engineering Division 
of the company. 


Power AND Pore Line EQuipMeENT— 
Catalog 37P, issued by the General Electric 
Supply Corporation, Bridgeport, Conn., 
contains information on selection of mo- 
tors and control, care of motors and dis- 
cussion of individual and group drives as 
well as catalog information on power and 
pole line equipment. Products listed in- 
clude industrial heating devices, switch- 
gear, cable, instruments, meters and time 
switches, transformers, voltage regulators, 
power-factor improvement equipment, street- 
lighting equipment, pole line hardware 
and insulators. 


SarE Fieet Operation—Transportation 
departments of public utilities should find 
interesting the pamphlet “A Balanced Fleet 
Safety Program,” issued by the National 
Safety Council. It describes methods 
through which fleet operators have ef- 
fected drastic reductions in accidents 
and insurance rates and may be obtained 
without charge from the publicity divi- 
sion of the council, 20 North Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, Ill. 


DuronzeE ALLoys—A new 80-page tech- 
nical handbook covering the physical prop- 
erties and applications of four high- 
strength silicon bronzes sold under the 
trade name of “Duronze Alloys” has been 
released by the Bridgeport Brass Com- 
pany, Bridgeport, Conn. Besides detailed 
tables and curves giving physical charac- 
teristics and applications, the Duronze 
Manual gives tables on corrosion resist- 
ance, machinability data, welding prac- 
tices and weight tables. 


Pump Data—A comprehensive, 45-page 
engineering data book covering Coolant 
and Lubricant pumps and their applica- 
tion to machine tools and industrial pro- 
cessing has been prepared by the Pioneer 
Engineering & Manufacturing Company, 
31 Melbourne Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 
Tables, calibrations and statistical infor- 
mation presented in the book were pre- 
pared from operating tests on practical 
installations. Copies are available to in- 
dustrial executives whe request it on firm 
letterhead to the company. 
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Westinghouse Names Five 
for Research Fellowships 


Selection of the first five Westing- 
house Research Fellows to work in 
fundamental science at the Westing- 
house Research Laboratories in East 
Pittsburgh was announced last week 
by Dr. L. W. Chubb, director of the 
research laboratories. 

The five successful candidates, 
chosen from a field of fifty, are: Rob- 
ert O. Haxby, University of Minne- 
sota; John A. Hipple, Princeton 
University; Sidney Siegel, Columbia 
University; W. E. Shoupp, University 
of Illinois; W. E. Stephens, California 
Institute of Technology. These ap- 
pointments are the first to be made 
under a plan announced last Decem- 
ber, whereby the company plans to 
support the work of ten young physi- 
cists on fundamental studies broadly 
related to the electrical industry. 

* 


Dealer Committee Elected 


Eight hundred gas and electric ap- 
pliance dealers and department stores 
which co-operate with Consolidated 
Edison Company of New York, Inc., 
in the promotion and sale of appli- 
ances have elected 27 of their number 
to represent them on a proposed gen- 
eral committee representative of the 
utility company and other groups in 
the electric and gas industries. The 
representation on the dealer commit- 
tee was worked out on the basis of 
one dealer for each district served by 
the 27 offices of Consolidated and its 
affliated companies in the four bor- 
oughs of Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn 
and Queens. 

. 


Awards Red Bluff Contract 


Contract for the construction of the 
electric power plant at the new dam at 
Grandfalls and system of transmission 
lines on the Pecos River, Texas, has 
been awarded to Brown & Root, Inc.., 
of Austin, according to Judge J. E. 
Starley, manager of the Red Bluff Wa- 
ter Power and Control District. The 
power plant will cost $185,000. It 
will be an auxiliary of the hydro- 
electric plant at Red Bluff dam and 
will be used when supplementary 
service is required, it was stated. 

~ 


Extends Feather River Time 


Announcement has been made by 
the Federal Power Commission that 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
has been granted an extension to May 
1 to file briefs in support of its appli- 
cation for permits to construct six 
power projects on Feather River in 
Butte and Plumas counties, Calif. 
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Hupson, Wis.—Willow River Power 
Company, Hudson, plans extensions and 
improvements in local power plant, includ- 
ing installation of equipment. Permission 
has been secured to arrange stock issue of 
$84,300 to defray cost of work. 


Kenprick, Wyo.—Bureau of Reclama- 
tion, Denver, Colo., receives bids until 
May 9. for main control equipment and 
current transformers, station-power switch- 
board, metalclad switchgear, distribution 
cabinets, two 5,000-volt, 200-amp. oil cir- 
cuit breakers with frame mounting, and 
complete miscellaneous equipment for in- 
stallation in Seminoe power plant, Kend- 
rick project. All equipment will be in- 
stalled by Government (Specifications 
779). 


Mapison, Minn.—Plans extensions and 
improvements in municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of new gen- 
erator unit and auxiliary equipment. Cost 
about $135,000. A bond issue will be ar- 
ranged soon. Perkins & McWayne, Paul- 
ton Block, Sioux Falls, S. D., are consult- 
ing engineers. 


Mempuis, TENN.—Board of Water and 
Light Commissioners has approved plans 
for extensions in transmission and dis- 
tributing lines to point near Union, Tenn., 
for TVA power distribution in that area. 
Fund of $360,000 will be appropriated for 
project. Bids are scheduled to be asked 
soon. 


Lawrence, Kan.—Kansas Electric Power 
Company, Lawrence, has asked bids for 
superstructure for proposed new steam- 
electric generating plant on site at Cam- 
eron Bluff, near Lawrence, and will begin 
erection at early date. As previously noted 
in these columns, new plant will be 
equipped for initial capacity of 10,000-kw. 
Plans are under way for extensions in 
transmission lines to connect new station 
with high-tension system. Entire project 
will cost about $1,000,000. Sargent 
Lundy, Inc., 140 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, IIl., is consulting engineer. 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Commonwealth Edison 
Company, 72 West Adams Street, has 
taken out a permit for three-story and 
basement addition to steam-electric power 
station on California Avenue, and _ will 
proceed with superstructure at once. No 
estimate of cost announced. 


Beatrice, Nep.—Southeastern Nebraska 
Public Power District, Beatrice, has plans 
for extensions in primary and secondary 
lines in parts of Gage County, including 
power substation facilities, totaling close 
to 100 miles. Application has been made 
for permission. 


Mosite, AtA.—Hollingsworth & Whitney 
Company, 140 Federal Street, Boston, 
Mass., plans installation of motors and 
controls, transformers and accessories, reg- 
ulators, conveyors, electric hoists and other 
equipment in new kraft pulp and paper 
mill on tract of land at Alabama State 
Docks, Mobile, for which a 99-year lease 


has just been negotiated with Alabama 
State officials. power house will be 
built. Work will be placed under way in 
near future. Cost estimated close to 
$5,000,000. 


Co_umsiA, TENN.—Has plans under way 
for a municipal electrical distribution sys- 
tem, with power substation and transmis- 
sion line to connect with high-tension sys- 
tem of TVA, from which power supply 
will be secured. Proposed to ask bids 
soon. Freeland, Roberts & Company, Third 
National Bank Building, Nashville, Tenn., 
are consulting engineers. 


Mason City, lowa—Peoples Gas & Elec- 
tric Company, Mason City, has plans ma- 
turing for new power substation at Thir- 
teenth Street N.E., and Elm Drive, for 
which a permit has been issued. Cost 
estimated close to $75,000, with trans- 
formers, switchgear and accessories. Work 
will begin at early date. 


NatcHez, Miss.—Armstrong Rubber 
Company, West Haven, Conn., manufac- 
turer of automobile tires, and Sears, Roe- 
buck & Company, Chicago, IIl., are ar- 
ranging for equipment installation in new 
tire mill at Natchez, including motors and 
controls, power substation apparatus, reg- 
ulators, conveyors, loaders and other equip- 
ment. Plant will be operated by first 
noted company for automobile tire and 
tube production for Sears, Roebuck & 
Company, who will be financially interested 
in project. Cost estimated over $1,000, 
000, exclusive of building, which will be 
erected by City at cost of about $300,000, 
and leased to Armstrong company. Bids 
for building construction will close on 
May 3. James T. Canizaro, Lampton Build- 
ing, Jackson, Miss., is architect; Roberts 
& Schaefer, 400 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, IIll., are consulting engineers. 


Vancouver, Wasu.—Under direction of 
United States Engineer Office, Bonneville, 
Ore., surveys have been placed in prog: 
ress for proposed 220,000-volt transmission 
line from Bonneville hydroelectric power 
project to points near Vancouver, an 
Portland, Ore. 


Tronesta, Pa.—United States Engineer 
Office, Pittsburgh, Pa., has awarded con 
tract to S. J. Groves & Sons Company 
Wesley Temple Building. Minneapolis, 
Minn., and Lundin Brothers, Mankato, 
Minn., jointly, for proposed dam am 
power station on Allegheny River a 
Tionesta, at $2,630,000, exclusive of power 
equipment. It will be equipped as 4 hydro- 
electric generating station, and awards for 
equipment will be made at later date. 


Lewispurc, TENN.—Is completing plans 
and will take bids soon for new munici] 
electrical distributing system. includin 
transmission line connection wit Fi 
high-tension lines for power supply. 4 
nancing is being concluded through Fed- 
eral aid. Freeland, Roberts & Compe 
Third National Bank Building. Nashvi 


Tenn., are consulting engineers. 
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